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January 6, 2025 
 

Dear Admissions Committee,  

It is with the utmost enthusiasm that I write to recommend Cain Clements -Acosta for admission to the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Over the course of my time working with Cain as his teacher in a 
college -level rhetoric course offered through The U niversity of Texas at Austin, I have come to know him 
as an exceptional individual whose intellect, curiosity, and determination set him apart from his peers.  

Cain is one of the most talented and driven students I have encountered in my 16 years of teaching. His 
performance in OnRamps Rhetoric, where he consistently demonstrated an ability to think and write 
critically, left a lasting impression on me. For examp le, during an essay assignment on contemporary 
issues concerning race and ethnicity, Cain not only wrote a thoughtful and nuanced essay, but went 
above and beyond in his research and thinking to demonstrate a sophisticated grasp of the subject.  

What truly distinguishes Cain, however, is his unrelenting passion for engineering. Outside the 
classroom, he has pursued relevant internships that align with his goal of becoming an engineer, further 
demonstrating his commitment to this field. Cain posses ses a mechanical mind and thinks like an 
inventor, often seeing unique solutions to difficult problems. His work on the competitive Science Bowl 
Team exemplifies his ability to merge theoretical understanding with practical application, a quality that I 
believe will allow him to thrive at MIT.  

In addition to his academic prowess, Cain is remarkably well -rounded. He is ranked at the top of his class, 
a testament to his dedication and hard work. Beyond academics, he is actively involved in a variety of 
activities, including varsity football and UI L Academic Ready Writing, showcasing his ability to balance 
rigorous academic pursuits with extracurricular commitments. His involvement in these diverse activities 
reflects his leadership, teamwork, and time -management skills.  

Cain’s academic abilities are complemented by his remarkable character. He is a natural leader and 
collaborator, often inspiring and guiding his peers during group projects or discussions. His humility, 
coupled with a genuine willingness to learn from othe rs, makes him a pleasure to work with.  

In my experience, few students possess the combination of intellectual brilliance, creativity, and 
determination that Cain demonstrates. I am confident that he will not only succeed at MIT but will also 
contribute meaningfully to its community through his ideas, energy, and dedication to excellence.  

It is without reservation that I give Cain Clements -Acosta my highest recommendation.  

Sincerely,  
Cecily Riesenberg  
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TEXAS AMATEUR ATHLETIC FEDERATION SCHOLARSHIP 

The Texas Amateur Athletic Federation Scholarship is funded by contributions from public and 
private sectors.  These funds are set up in the Texas Amateur Athletic Federation’s Foundation.  
This scholarship is available in three categories.  It is offered to Texas Amateur Athletic 
Federation athletes, both past and present; parks and recreation employees; and high school 
and/or college students seeking undergraduate or post graduate degrees in the field of sports 
sciences, kinesiology, conservation, physical education, recreation and tourism management 
and/or other related courses of study which may contribute to the field of parks and recreation. A 
description of each category to be awarded is listed below. 

The application and all requested documentation under the scholarship category for which 
you are applying are due to the T.A.A.F. State Office via email (ginger@taaf.com) by March 
31st of each year.  Announcement of selected individuals will be made at the Texas 
Amateur Athletic Federation Mid-Year meeting in April/May each year, for the upcoming 
fall, spring and summer semesters. To obtain detailed information regarding the program 
please contact: 

Texas Amateur Athletic Federation 
407 N. Water Street
Burnet, Texas 78611
Phone (512) 863-9400   

www.taaf.com  

Dan Whitworth Memorial Student Scholarships 

Educational assistance available to graduating high school students or college students who 
are pursuing degree programs in the field of sports sciences, kinesiology, conservation, 
physical education, recreation and tourism management and/or other related courses of study 
which may contribute to the field of parks and recreation with the intent to enter the 
recreation, parks and leisure service field as a career.   

Eligibility Requirements: 

Graduating High School Student/High School Graduate: 
 Acceptance to an accredited college or university.  Enrollment for a minimum of 12

hours will be required. Preference will be given to those applicants attending a Texas
college or university.

 Has a high school class ranking of at least the top quarter or a 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale or a
minimum of 850-SAT, minimum score of 21 on ACT.

College or University Student: 
 Currently enrolled at a college or university in an accredited Bachelors, Masters or

Doctoral degree program in the field of sports sciences, kinesiology, conservation,
physical education, recreation and tourism management and/or other related courses of
study which may contribute to the field of parks and recreation. Preference will be given
to those applicants attending a Texas college or university.

mailto:ginger@taaf.com
http://www.taaf.com


 Maintain a minimum of 12 hours per semester or graduate students must be enrolled full-
time.

 Must possess a GPA of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale or pass on a pass/fail system from the
previous semester.

Selection Process 

Applications will be reviewed for eligibility and considered on the basis of the following criteria: 
 Honors and awards from, and participation in: activities, endeavors, volunteerism and

work, etc. related to athletics and/or the field of parks and recreation
 SAT or ACT score
 Grade point average
 Submittal of all requested documentation
 Other objective related criteria determined by the selection committee

Linda Cornelius Athlete Category 

Educational assistance is available to a past or present Texas Amateur Athletic Federation 
athlete, seeking an undergraduate or graduate degree, at an accredited college or university, and 
in an accredited degree program.   

Eligibility Requirements 

 Must have competed in one or more Texas Amateur Athletic Federation state level
competitions or state tournaments.

 Acceptance to an accredited college or university.  Enrollment for a minimum of 12
hours will be required. Preference will be given to those applicants attending a Texas
college or university.

 Or, currently enrolled at a college or university in an accredited degree program.
Preference will be given to those applicants attending a Texas college or university.

 Must possess a GPA of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale or a pass on a pass/fail system.
 Maintain a minimum of 12 hours per semester or graduate students must be enrolled full-

time.

Selection Process 

Applications will be reviewed for eligibility and considered on the basis of the following criteria: 
 Honors and awards from, and participation in, activities, endeavors, volunteerism and

work related to athletics and/or the field of parks and recreation
 Submittal of all requested documentation
 Other objective related criteria determined by the selection committee



Employee Category 

Educational assistance is available for part-time and/or full-time employees currently working in 
the parks and recreation field, whose current employer does not provide any continuing 
education or tuition funding and is a current T.A.A.F. Member City.  Assistance is to be used 
for Bachelors, Masters and/or Doctoral degrees that may qualify them for future job 
enhancements and opportunities. 

Eligibility Requirements 

 Currently a regular, part-time and/or full-time employee working a minimum of 15 hours
per week with at least 6 months of continuous service at one or more Member Cities at
time of application.

 Must be demonstrating satisfactory work performance.
 Must not have received a formal disciplinary action in the preceding 6 months prior to the

application submittal.
 Currently enrolled at a college or university in an accredited Bachelors, Masters or

Doctoral degree program.  Preference will be given to those applicants attending a Texas
college or university and those seeking a degree in parks, recreation and tourism sciences,
sports sciences / leisure services, public administration or related field.

 Must possess a GPA of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale or a pass on a pass/fail system.
 Must not be employed by an entity that currently provides full tuition reimbursement.
 Maintain a minimum of 6 hours per semester or graduate students must be enrolled full-

time.
 If not currently enrolled at a college or university, you may also apply for tuition to

attend an accredited professional development training to obtain an industry relevant
certification credential (CPO, ASO, CYSA, CPSI, etc).

Selection Process 

Applications will be reviewed for eligibility and considered on the basis of the following criteria: 
 Will the educational goal relate to a field in the parks and recreation profession?
 What contributions will the educational course or certification provide to the parks and

recreation profession?
 Submittal of all requested documentation.
 Other objective related criteria determined by the selection committee.



Texas Amateur Athletic Federation
Scholarship Application 

407 N. Water Street 
Burnet, Texas 78611 

www.taaf.com  

Please indicate which scholarship category and semester you are applying for. 
(You may apply for more than one scholarship category if you meet the requirements; however, 

SEPARATE APPLICATIONS are REQUIRED for each scholarship category.) 

High School Student Category (Dan Whitworth Scholarship) Semester:         Fall     Spring     Summer  

College Student Category (Dan Whitworth Scholarship) Semester:         Fall     Spring     Summer  

Linda Cornelius Athlete Category (High School or College Student) Semester:   Fall     Spring     Summer 

Parks & Recreation Employee Category  Semester:         Fall     Spring     Summer 

Or certification program: 

 Section 1 (Please type) 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________
Last Name     First Name     MI

2. ___________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address (Home or Permanent Residence) City   State  Zip Code

3. ___________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone Number  Business Phone Number        E-Mail

4.   
     High School or College/University attending/graduated Graduation Date 

5. High School/College Grade Point Average (GPA) on a 4-point scale:
(Transcripts must be attached for verification) 

       Major:   Semester Hours Attained:  

       Minor:   Semester Hours Next Semester: 

6.  
     Current Employer Job Title Date of Employment 

http://www.taaf.com


Texas Amateur Athletic Federation 
Scholarship Application 

407 N. Water Street
Burnet, Texas 78611 www.taaf.com 

Section 2 (Attach the additional sheets provided if necessary) 

1. Describe volunteer and leadership experiences, accomplishments, honors, recognitions
and awards received.  These experiences may include academic, job related, and/or community
service organizations with which you have been involved.  Include your position and length of
involvement.

Activities Dates 

2. Please list your chosen or anticipated field of study and explain why you believe the field
is important.

3. How does Parks and Recreation have an impact on a community?  How has it impacted
you personally?

http://www.taaf.com


4. If awarded this scholarship, how would you utilize your educational experience to make
an impact on the parks and recreation / leisure services profession in your community or society
as a whole?

5. Explain your career goals upon graduation.

6. Are there any other factors you would like us to consider in evaluating your application?
If so, please explain.

Additional Comments: 



Texas Amateur Athletic Federation 
Scholarship Application 

407 N. Water Street 
Burnet, Texas 78611

 www.taaf.com  

Section 3 (Please attach the following documentation under the scholarship category you are applying for) 

Dan Whitworth Memorial Scholarship - High School Student Category  
 Letter of acceptance from a College or University.  Enrollment verification of a minimum of 12

semester hours in classes directly related to acquiring a degree in the field of sports sciences,
kinesiology, conservation, physical education, recreation and tourism management and/or
other related courses of study which may contribute to the field of parks and recreation
will be required upon registration and prior to the awarding of scholarship funds.

 Official High School transcript (to include class rank and/or GPA)
 Official college entrance examination score
 Course curriculum/degree plan
 One letter of recommendation

Dan Whitworth Memorial Scholarship - College Student Category 
 Enrollment verification of a minimum of 12 hours from a College or University with accredited

programs relating to a degree in the field of sports sciences, kinesiology, conservation,
physical education, recreation and tourism management and/or other related courses of
study which may contribute to the field of parks and recreation.

 Verification of a GPA of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale from previous semester
 Course curriculum/degree plan
 One letter of recommendation

Linda Cornelius Athlete Category (High School or College Student)  
 Texas Amateur Athletic Federation state competition roster(s) or individual sports card(s) and/or

a letter detailing the state event(s) participated in, location, year, and region you represented.
 Enrollment verification from a College or University
 Verification of a GPA of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale from previous semester
 Course curriculum/degree plan
 One letter of recommendation

Parks & Recreation Employee Category  
 Employer verification of your continuous service, employee classification, satisfactory work

performance, and that no disciplinary action exists in the preceding 6 months of this application.
 Enrollment verification from a College or University.
 Verification of a GPA of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale from previous semester
 Course curriculum/degree plan
 One letter of recommendation from your current agency executive / director.

The application and all requested documentation under the scholarship category you are applying for, is 
due to the T.A.A.F. state office via email (ginger@taaf.com) by March 31st of each year.  
Application will be null and void if all documentation is not received in specified time frames and if the 
applicant falsifies any documentation in the application.   

_____________________________________ _______________________________ 
Applicant’s Signature Date 

http://www.taaf.com
mailto:gsteger@suddenlinkmail.com
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